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Summary
There is a pressing need for full and effective engagement of women in decision making structures in order
to build inclusive cities that combat social exclusion and inequalities, and guarantee all inhabitants full and
equal rights to the city. Indeed, the newly released ISO process for benchmarking sustainability cities
highlights the percentage of women of the total elected to city-level office as a key criterion of inclusiveness
in urban governance. More than ever, the visibility and encouragement of women city leadership is a key
issue for local governments to actively engage with.
This session will lead a discussion on how local governments can foster women’s leadership and
participation at all levels - from the citizen on the street to the mayor’s office. A special speech will spark off
the debate by examining the opportunities for the entire political engagement process if governments are to
better foster effective women leaders for climate and sustainability.
Following this, a panel discussion will lead participants through a series of key issues for women city leaders,
especially, the underrepresentation of women in urban decision making. The panel will examine the ways in
which this dual engagement of women in decision making and community participation can spur the
development of gender-sensitive urban solutions. The session will also explore how an early cooperation of
women city leaders within ICLEI could support and advance the work of ICLEI Members.

Envisaged outcomes
Participants will develop their understanding of the following:
- The challenges facing women in local political engagement and the ways in which global city governance
structures and processes can address these obstacles.
- The impacts of equal engagement of women city leaders and women community leaders on the overall
planning process, with particular regard to gender sensitive urban planning.
- How a cooperation of ICLEI women leaders’ could foster improved engagement of women in local politics
and participation.

Planned methodology and timing


Introduction (15 mins)



Moderated Panel Discussion (40 mins)



Questions from the audience (20 mins)



Closing comments (15 mins)

Contributors
Introduction
Co-Facilitator: Å sa Karlsson Björkmarker, Deputy Mayor, City of Växjö , Sweden
Co-Facilitator: Cathy Oke, Councillor, City of Melbourne, Australia

Moderated Discussion Panel
Mi-yeong Hong, Mayor, Bupyeong-gu District Government, Republic of Korea
Stephany Uy Tan, Mayor, City of Catbalogan, Philippines
Maimunah Mohd Sharif, Municipal President, Municipal Council of Seberang Perai, Malaysia
Jinty MacTavish, Councillor, Dunedin City Council, New Zealand
Shyh-Fang Liu, Municipal Advisor, Kaohsiung City Government, Chinese Taipei
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